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Dedicated to 
The Hoar hardworking people, who are conducting research continuously to combat climate change 

crisis using their Indigenous Knowledge and local resources 
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Introduction 
Bangladesh is divided into thirty agroecological zones. BARCIK known as 'Bangladesh Resource Center for 
Indigenous Knowledge (BARSIK)' is working on the issues of agro-biodiversity protection and rural 
development in seven agroecological zones of Bangladesh. Haor region is one of these important 
agroecological zones. However, BARCIK has been working in Haor area of Sunamganj since 2007 and 
gradually it expanded its working areas in Madan and Kalmakanda areas of Netrakona. However,flash floods 
and hilly landslides create major crisis in Haor area. The people in this region has to deal with these disasters 
through practicing various climate adaptation practices and conservation related activities to uphold their 
existence. The book is written based on those climate change adaptation practices and activities of the 
communities with photographs. 
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If Bangladesh is divided into six parts, Haor wetland covers one part of it. According to Bangladesh Water 
Development Board, there are about 423 Haors in 539 unions of 57 upazilas in seven districts of Bangladesh 
namely Sunamganj, Moulvibazar, Habiganj, Sylhet, Netrakona, Kishoreganj and Brahmanbaria. During the 
rainy season, this wetland spreads to about 24,000 sq. km areas. Rice, fish and stone-sand are the natural 
resources of this region. This region producesabout 20% of the totalrice produced in Boro season in 
Bangladesh. There are mainly two forms ofHaor. During rainy season boats are the mode of communication 
and during the autumn one can go everywhere on foot. The region is rich in natural and cultural heritage 
including deep water rice varieties. 
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Haor village, Hoar life 

The Haor villages are elevated above the wetland and swamp. There is less space for village settlements. Many 
dubbed these village as Hatibandha village. It is at these villages where the legendary songs and folk tales of 
Bengal were born. If the very characteristics of Haor village are not protected agrobiodiversity and climate 
justice will not be ensured. 
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If the right of mass peopd on Haor wetland, agriculture land and natural resources is ensured it will 

assist them to combat climate change crisis through practicing new adaptation strategies. 
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Hijol and Koroch trees are the exclusive food cycle of Haor ecosystem and 
ensure environmental balance. This food cycle should be protected.  
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Weland resources and fishes are the main characteristics of the Haor. This wetland resource is not only the 
basis of traditional occupation and fulfills nutrition and protein but also contributes in overall food system. 

 



10 

 

 

Boats: The means of Communication  
 
Boats are one of the modes of transportation in the Haor wetlands. It is said that the boat is the part of the 
life of the people in the downstream. These boats play important role just notfor traveling, but also for the 
transportation ofagricultural crops and food in Haor areas. Boat is the means of communication in Haor area.
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Livestock including cows are part of Haor's agricultural life. Once Haor area had vast pastures and 
cowsheds. Presently, grazing land has decreased and there is a shortage of livestock fodder as well. 
Commercial agriculture has reduced the use of livestock in agriculture. 
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Disasters in Haor and Climate Crisis 
Hilly landslide, advance flood and less rainfall some times create disastrous situation in Haor areas. In the 
meantime, thunderstorm, hailstone and cold injury occur in the areas intensifying their problems. Besides, 
Hilly sand is another disaster for the people living in the bodering areas of Haor. 
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Land Preparation and Paddy Sowing 
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Most of the household members of Haor area spend busy times in a year during Boro crop cultivation and 
harvesting of those crops including threshing rice and transportation. These times festive mode is observed in 
the area as all of them gather together being busy with their crops and grains. 

 

Crop Harvesting season  
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Increased Awareness on Biodiversity Conservation and 
Climate change adaptation 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Deep water rice such asTepi, 
Boro, Rata, Churak, 
Hatibandha and some 
vegetable grow well in Haor 
region. Besides, the bill and 
wetland of Haor's homes for 
various species of small 
fishes. Considering 
thatawareness is being 
created among the 
community to protect 
agricultural biodiversity and 
the practice of seed 
conservationand livestock. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Impact of climate change is 
increasing in Haor area. 
Hilly landslides and advance 
floods are increasing, along 
with less rainfall in some 
areas. 
Therefore, various adaptation 
strategies have been 
developed to address the 
climate change impacts. 
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Adaptation practices emphasizing on wetland environment 
The adaptation practices have been developed considering the wetland environment, ecosystem and 
living organisims of Haor areas 

 
 
 


